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We are awaiting the US Forest Service's release of their Environmental Assessment (EA).  Once they 
do, the public will have just 30 days to comment.   

When the EA becomes available the Southern 4WD Association, United 4WD Associations and 
BlueRibbon Coalition will review and assess the proposed “Alternatives”. 

Public Comment letters will be needed and requested on popular 4WD forums and UFWDA e-News.   

A new year and undoubtedly a year of significant 
changes. A new administration in the USA is 
certain to have big implications for OHV recreation 
and even as the old guard go out, there is a strong 
push to roll through a collection of Bills that will 
change the rules for a lot of land.  
 
Fuel costs have slid back and that’s one bit of good 
news but they are unlikely to remain low so the 
search for alternatives will continue to be a priority.  
I quite like the idea of electric motors on each 
wheel. Such a machine would (or should) remove 
many of the arguments put forward by opponents 
of four wheeling with its lower emissions and 
reduced wheel spin. All it would need is a means to 
ensure that such a machine only travelled on USFS 
approved roads and trails.  Maybe not… as that 
might limit future four wheeling too much, as the 
way things are going, there might only be a few 
months in the summer when it’s dry and the trails 
are paved. 
 
Bureaucrats seem to be the same worldwide, as 
here in New Zealand several years ago, we saw a 
report commissioned on a popular 4x4 trail that 
suggested guard rails on corners and concrete strips 
on sloping sections. Fortunately that was ignored 
and the 42 Traverse (42 km long) trail is still one of 
our special places, even though it too is closed in 
winter. 
Peter Vahry 
e-News compiler 
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Upper Tellico OHV trail system 
 



Any and all donations are welcome and needed.  Please help the Rescue Tellico cause here: 
http://www.sfwda.org/trails/tellico/donate.html 

If you want SFWDA and Rescue Tellico logo items, go here:  http://www.cafepress.com/rescuetellico 

You can stay in touch with current events and announcements here: 
http://www.sfwda.org/trails/tellico/index.html 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Bigger and better with FREE on-site camping  
 
March 12, 13 and 14, 2009 
Oak Ridge Estate 
Nelson County, Virginia 
 
The second annual Virginia Wheel-in registration is on www.ufwda.org  
The Virginia Wheel-in is going to be bigger and better than last year’s. For those who attended last 
year, no, we will not have crazy colored t-shirts!  
 
The Wheel-in promises to be a great time with FREE on-site camping, entertainment both nights, 
great raffle prizes, contests, catered dinner Saturday night and the band starting earlier so that 
everyone can enjoy them if they choose and much more! 
 
Members and Non-Members are welcome at the event. For more information on the event visit our 
website and check out the registration form and the flyer and our forums for the latest information.   
You can register on the website at www.ufwda.org or call 1-800-44-UFWDA.  
Watch the UFWDA forum posts to learn the latest updates on the events. 
  
Be sure to sign up today so you do not miss out on the fun!!  
 
 
 
 
The 2nd Annual Virginia Wheel-in promises to be even more exciting, with lots of activities to 
participate in this year.  One of the activities that we are hosting this year is the Trail Chef 
Competition. 
 
Throughout the years, the members of United Four Wheel Drive Associations have shown off their 
amazing ability to cook meals on the trails that rival some of the best chefs. They do this with very 
little to work with and obviously not in a kitchen. United Four Wheel Drive Associations wanted to 
give our members the opportunity to show off those skills and have true bragging rights!  
 
The Competition will take place at the 2nd Annual Virginia Wheel-in event on March 12, 2009. Sign 
up begins at 3:00 p.m. at the event. You must be a registered participant of the event to sign up for the 
contest. The participants will also have the opportunity to put their recipe in the United Four Wheel 
Drive Associations Cookbook that will be put together with recipes from all of our members and sold 
on the website.  
 
For further information on the Trail Chef Competition or the 2nd Annual Virginia Wheel-in please 
visit our Forum and website at www.ufwda.org. Attend the Wheel-in and participate in the Trail Chef 
Competition to showcase your favorite trail recipe!!  

2ND ANNUAL VIRGINIA WHEEL-IN TRAIL RIDE 
 

2nd Annual Virginia Wheel-in Event Trail Chef Competition  
 



 
 
 
 

 
We have seen many seek 
their piece of the pie as it 
pertains to the stimulus 
package.  Why shouldn't 
we take steps to get our 
piece as well? 
 
 

ARRA recently joined with 25 other recreation groups to urge House and Senate leaders to support 
including $300 million in funding for local trail projects through the Recreational Trails Program 
(RTP) in the economic-stimulus package being considered for action in early 2009. The additional 
funding would be separate from and in addition to regular funding authorized for the program. Use 
this link, http://www.arra-access.com/arra/economic_stimulus_letter.html to view the letter. 
 
RTP projects are ideal for economic stimulus as a distribution system for the funds is in place, many 
are ready for construction immediately, they are typically small scale ($50,000 or less), and the RTP 
leverages federal funds with state, local, private and in-kind matches. 
 
For more information about the RTP use this link, 
http://www.arra-access.com/arra/RTPOverview.html 
 
Please click the Take Action button on the website below to send a letter to your Senators and 
Representative encouraging them to support additional funding for the Recreational Trails Program. 
 
You can take action on this alert via the web at: 
www.arra-access.com/campaign/advocacy_rtp_stimulus/iukg5nwrqj7wmtd3? 
 
We encourage you to take action by March 4, 2009 
 
Urge Your Members to Support RTP Funding in Stimulus Package 

 

 

 

 

February 13-16, 2009 Primm Casino, Nevada 

The 50th anniversary convention will celebrate CA4WDC's 50 years of dedicated service to and 
advocacy for, four-wheelers in California.  

1959 was a momentous and pivotal year.  Fidel Castro became prime minister of Cuba.  Alaska and 

Hawaii were admitted to the Union as U.S. states.  Rock’N’Roll was heating up the airwaves, and the 

California Association of Jeep Clubs was formed in April 1959 in Tulare, Calif. 

Read more of the history in UFWDA Voice 

http://www.cal4wheel.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=77&Itemid=140 

 

Congratulations from UFWDA on the 50 YEARS of the C ALIFORNIA 
ASSOCIATION OF FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE CLUBS 
 

Support RTP Funding in Stimulus Package 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Web Address: http://www.landrights.org 
 
You must call your Senators and your Congressman.  All Senators may be called at (202) 224-3121.  
All Congressmen may be called at (202) 225-3121. They must know in no uncertain terms that rural 
America opposes this massive Wilderness and land grab bill.  
 
Omnibus Federal Land Grab Bill Is Back 
 

Senator Harry Reid to Re-introduce Omnibus Land Gra b Bill S 22 



You must act, call, fax, and e-mail both your Senators and your Congressman until Congress leaves 
town.  
Senator Mike Crapo (R-ID) Selling You Out On Omnibus Lands Bill  
 
This bill is one of the largest land grabs in history.  Just one bill, the National Landscape Conservation 
System (NLCS) covers 26 million acres and will lock you out of BLM multiple-use and energy lands.  
It will add dozens of new National Heritage Areas that will eventually be a land use control noose 
around the necks of local people and rural America.    
 
You can see a map of the National Landscape Conservation System at 
www.landrights.org. 
 
Senator Diane Feinstein plans to add 6,000,000 more acres to it on the floor of the Senate.  
Majority Leader Harry Reid is buying votes by putting every bill he can find in the package to buy off 
opposing Senators.  Senator Mike Crapo of Idaho is helping Harry Reid, Democrat Majority Leader in 
the Senate.  Has your Senator sold his heart and soul? 
Senator Crapo is planning to vote for the bill and is leading the charge to get other Senators to vote for 
it. 
He tried to sell us out on the Endangered Species Act a number of years ago and we stopped him.  
Now we must do it again. 
 
It appears you cannot trust Senator Mike Crapo’s heart to protect your private property and access and 
use of Federal lands.  
 
Action Items: 
 
1.  You must deluge Senator Crapo’s office with calls.  (202) 224-6142. 
 
2.  Forward this e-mail to your entire e-mail list nationally.     
 
3.  Call both your Senators (202-224-3121) and Congressman (202-225-3121) to ask them how they 
will vote on the Omnibus Federal Lands Bill.  If they won’t tell you, you can assume they are going to 
vote for it. 
Their phones must not stop ringing.  Ask for their fax and e-mail address.   
 
4.  E-mail and fax both your Senators and your Congressman, opposing the Omnibus Federal Lands 
Bill.   
 
5.  Call your friends and neighbors to urge them to call, fax and e-mail Senator Crapo to get him to 
drop his support for the Omnibus Federal Lands Bill.  
 
6.  Deluge Crapo’s local offices in Idaho.  (208) 455-0360, (208) 
664-5490, (208) 522-9779, (208) 743-1492, (208) 236-6775, (208) 734-2515. 
His phones must not stop ringing.   
 
7.  Deluge Crapo’s fax numbers:   
Washington DC (202) 228-1375,  
Idaho:  (208) 334-9044, (208) 455-0358, (208) 664-0889, (208) 529-8367, 
(208) 743-6484, (308) 236-6935, (208) 733-0414 
 
8.  Deluge Crapo’s e-mail addresses. Here are the staff members you should e-mail:  Send an e-mail 
every day until the Lame Duck session ends. (Don’t be surprised if some e-mail addresses don’t work.  
This is the end of this Congress and staff are moving around to various offices.  (Let American Land 
Rights Association know which ones don’t work.  We’ll send you additional addresses.)   
 
susan_wheeler@crapo.senate.gov; marques_chavez@crapo.senate.gov; 



Lindsay_northern@crapo.senate.gov; Margaret_ballard@crapo.senate.gov; 
Karen_brown@crapo.senate.gov; Kenneth_flanz@crapo.senate.gov; 
staci_Lancaster@crapo.senate.gov; Linda_Norris@crapo.senate.gov; 
craig_Ferguson@crapo.senate.gov; Katie_oppenheim@crapo.senate.gov; 
gregg_Richard@crapo.senate.gov; kelly_cecchetini@crapo.senate.gov; 
 
Tell him to oppose the Omnibus Federal Lands Bill (right now it is HR 5151 but that could change in 
the Lame Duck session of Congress.)   
 
9.  You’ll notice that Congressman Mike Simpson (R-ID) has bills in the Omnibus Federal Lands bill 
too.  He is actively supporting the bill.  You also need to call his office and oppose the bill.  But Crapo 
is the real bad seed.  He is lobbying for the bill and pushing other Senators to pass it.  
 
Call Mike Simpson at (202) 225-5531 
Fax:  (202) 225-8216 
E-mail addresses:  Lindsay.slater@mail.house.gov; 
nicole.watts@mail.house.gov; miss.small@mail.house.gov; 
shane.larson@mail.house.gov 
megan.milam@mail.house.gov 
 
This may be the largest land grab bill in the last 20 years. 
Your immediate action by making calls, faxing, e-mailing your Senators and Congressmen as well as 
your friends and neighbors, is critical to stop this bill.  
 
Chuck Cushman 
American Land Rights Association 
(360) 687-3087 
ccushman@pacifier.com 
 
Please send to your House of Representatives, too, now.... because the Senate seems determined to 
get it done. Our hope of squashing it now lies in the House.... Rumor has it that Obama will sign as 
#1 priority, should it clear the House... That is our only hope, House! 
 
Tracking page for S.22 
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s111-22 
 
Speeches 
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill...2&tab=speeches 
note especially Jan. 11 
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/reco...7&bill=s111-22 
 
 
 
 
(WASHINGTON, D.C.) – U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D. (R-OK) today urged Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid to not use the Senate’s limited time during this month’s lame duck session to 
consider a controversial $3 billion lands bill that erects new barriers to energy exploration and is laden 
with special interest provisions that have angered groups on the right and left. 
 
Organizations ranging from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce to the National Wildlife Refuge 
Association have expressed their opposition to this package.  In addition, the non-partisan 
Congressional Research Service has released a report calling the package “controversial.”   
 
“The Senate should devote its full attention to our economic crisis, not a lower-priority and 
controversial lands bill.  It’s unlikely anyone within the current administration or President-elect 
Obama’s transition team is looking to this bill to get our economy moving again,” Dr. Coburn said.  

Controversial Lands Bill 
 



 
“Congressional leaders have claimed that this bill is non-controversial and should pass automatically 
with no debate, no amendments and no recorded votes.  Yet, more than 100 groups on the left and 
right find the bill controversial.  The non-partisan Congressional Research Service has issued a report 
that calls the package controversial. Yesterday, the Washington Post ran a lengthy piece describing a 
controversial road project slipped in the bill by the Alaska congressional delegation.  And now we 
have learned that the Interior Department’s Inspector General is investigating potential illegal 
coordination between bureaucrats and lobbyists in promoting this bill,” Dr. Coburn said. 
 
 Egregious bills and provisions contained in the omnibus lands package include the following:  
 
  a.. A bill (S. 2229) that takes about 8.8 trillion cubic feet of natural gas and 300 million barrels of oil 
out of production in Wyoming, according to the Bureau of Land Management.  The energy resources 
walled off by this bill would equal our domestic natural gas production for 15 years.  
 
  b.. A bill (S. 27) that would spend $1 
billion on a water project designed to 
save 500 salmon in California.  At $2 
million a head, each salmon would be 
worth far more than its weight in gold.   
   
  c.. A bill (S. 2359) to spend $3.5 
million to celebrate the 450th birthday 
of St. Augustine Florida in 2015.  
 
  d.. A bill (S. 2875) that spends $4 
million to protect livestock from 
wolves.   
 
  e.. A bill (S. 1969) that spends 
$250,000 to help bureaucrats decide 
how to designate Alexander 
Hamilton’s boyhood home.  
    
  f.. A bill (S. 2220) to spend $5 million 
on botanical gardens in Hawaii and 
Florida.   
 
  g.. A bill (S. 1680) to spend $3 
million on a “road to nowhere” through 
a wildlife refuge in Alaska.   
  
John Hart, Communications Director 
Don Tatro, Press Secretary 
 
john_hart@coburn.senate.gov 
Don_Tatro@coburn.senate.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2008-12-30-off-road-clashes_N.htm 
 
http://blogs.usatoday.com/oped/2009/01/protect-land-fr.html 
 

Does OHV have an answer? 



 
 
 

 

The clubs in the Virginia Four Wheel 
Drive Association are at it again.  
Many clubs have stepped up with both 
statewide challenges, and internal club 
challenges designed to raise money for 
United's "Tank of Gas" Campaign.   

Now there is a new spin on 
fundraising for United, and it involves 
your stomach!  Clubs in VA4WDA are 
holding a BBQ fundraiser February 
21, 2009.  Clubs are taking pre-orders 
with the hopes of selling 1000 pounds 
of BBQ.   

Members and clubs from across the 
state will converge on Glen Allen, VA. 
with pig cookers in tow to prepare 
BBQ and socialize that day.  Then 
VA4WDA members will head home 
and distribute the BBQ to their 
anxiously awaiting fellow club 
members.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
http://www.wheelersforthewounded.com/donations.htm 

 
On December 30, 2007, a young Marine serving in Fallujah, Iraq was seriously injured when an 
improvised explosive device was detonated underneath the military vehicle he was riding in.  Among 
the wounds he suffered was the loss of both his legs from just below the knees. 
 
Jason Havlik, a private contactor serving as an International Police Advisor assigned to the squad the 
Marine was serving in, decided that upon his return to the United States, he would take the Marine 
off-roading and camping for a weekend.  “I wanted to spend a little time with him to show him that 
despite his injuries, there are still activities in which he can participate,” Jason said. 
 
When other members of the off-road community heard about Jason’s plans, they wanted to come 
along.  Shortly afterwards another off-roader suggested Jason do the same thing for other wounded 
service members around the country. 
 
What began as one person taking a wounded military member off-roading and camping has expanded 
into something larger than anyone could have ever imagined. 
 

Off -Road Community  Honors  Wounded Service Members  
 

PIG OUT FOR UNITED  



Jason, along with other off-road enthusiasts and clubs around the country, with the help of sponsors, 
founded the Wheelers for the Wounded organization.  If you’ve not heard of the program yet, then 
you are probably not an active member of the hundreds of message boards available on the World 
Wide Web. 
 

“The Internet has been key in the expansion of the program.  It has allowed us to spread the word of 
the program quickly to off-road enthusiasts all over the country.  I started by making a profile for the 



organization on MySpace.com.  From there we began posting the information on all the off-road 
related forums we could.  After a short period of time, the www.wheelersforthewounded.org 
 website was created,” Jason explained. 
 
It’s no surprise the off-road community has come together to support this program given its reputation 
for being a patriotic group of individuals.  You can hardly visit a military installation without seeing 
Jeeps, trucks, and Hummers parked in front of most buildings.  Indeed, 4x4 vehicles seem to be the 
vehicle type of choice for many who have served, or are serving, in the armed forces. 
 
While the organization’s flag vehicle is a Jeep, all 4x4 vehicles are encouraged to participate and 
clubs consisting of Jeeps, Toyotas, and Hummers are hosting events in various states.  “This is about 
the off-road community coming together as one, to show our support and appreciation for a special 
group of individuals,” Jason said.  He further explained that while membership in a club may be 
limited to a specific vehicle make, such as a Toyota, it’s not required to have that make of vehicle to 
participate in the WFTW event they may be hosting. 
 
 
 

 

The project for Cape Hatteras National Seashore is coming to a rapid conclusion.  The committee’s 
work is wrapping up as the concurrent NEPA process progresses.  So, this means that my presence 
on-site in North Carolina occurs frequently.  This translates into a schedule that dictates I’ll only have 
1 or 2 days of availability to be reached for administrative matters for UFWDA.  I rarely have internet 
capabilities in North Carolina but I do check my voice mail each evening after the meetings.   

Here’s my schedule: 

1/09 in office working on NEPA alternative for access to be submitted no later than 1/20 

1/12 thru 1/14 in office finalizing NEPA alternative narrative. 

1/15 and 1/16 in all-day meetings in Manteo, North Carolina 

1/19 – Federal Holiday Martin Luther King Day 

1/20 – 1/22 on site at Manteo and Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina for subcommittee and committee 
meetings. 

1/23 – in office until 1:30 p.m.  

1/26 thru 1/30 in office.  Must prepare written comments on FSC forest certification standards due by 
2/03. 

2/03 – on-site at Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina for committee meeting 

 

 

 

I hope everyone had a great New Year’s and as we start the new year let’s all get on board to help 
grow UFWDA for a bigger and better year. If we each sign up just one new member, it will double 
our membership. With the economy the way it is, we must all do our part to grow UFWDA.  
 
Let’s start with helping our clubs to work on keeping more trails and OHV parks open. With the work 
that Carla does, she can use our help and we should all do our part.  
 

Jan 09  Schedule from Carla Boucher… UFWDA legislat ive 
attorney 

New Year thoughts…  



Work with the BLM or NFS as much as possible. Here in White Pine County NV, we have a good 
working relationship for keeping trails and maintaining the history of the area. We have ghost towns 
with lots of mines. They even help us maintain some of the buildings.  
 
It has been much harder down in Clark County, as some are trying to destroy a lot of the history. They 
take down the buildings and block off the mines; even if they are not dangerous they close them up.  
 
Happy Trails 
Gene Ockert 
UFWDA vice-president 

 

 

 
 
 

 

http://ngonyamarentals.co.za/media/EXPERIENCE_AFRICA_JANUARY_2009.pdf 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Alabama has suffered with a lack of public four wheel drive trails for years. The only trails available 
were either personal property, illegal, or private parks. That is until now. Opened on December 27th 
the Stony Lonesome OHV Park is in Cullman County and is located just 10 miles off Interstate 65 at 
exit 299.  
 
The park is a county park that has been funded by the Recreational Trails Program Grants. In the 
words of John Sellers, the Park Director, “Stony Lonesome OHV Park in Cullman plans to open on 
December 27.  Please check the website:  www.stonylonesomeohv.us for more information.  The new 
1500 acre OHV Park will provide exciting trails ranging from Hiking to Rock Crawlers.  Come visit 
Cullman, Alabama.” 

 
Read more from Robert Fuller in the next edition of United’s Voice 

 
 
 
 

The deadline for contributions to UFWDA e-News is the 10th of each month. Send materials 
to e-news@ufwda.org 
To use materials from UFWDA e-News, please acknowledge the source. 
UFWDA e-News is collated from many sources and may not represent nor constitute endorsement by UFWDA Inc. 
Copyright United Four Wheel Drive Associations 2009 

Africa  

Public Trails Become a Reality in Alabama  
 



 


